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Man With Two Daughters

My wife lives in another city

With - or without - another man,;

Please God with another man, |

We meet from time to time

To weigh our two daughters,

Adjust weights on the weighing scales.

She laughs, lighting up a cigarette.

‘You have them looking like a pair of caged birds.’
I love her as I have always loved her.

We will never live together again.

My girls - do they look like caged birds?
‘Beauty is the harmony of chance and the good.’

Such carriage, such poise
The little one has - she could be
Doge of Venice the way she holds herself.

Her older sister - so at ease
With the world, she stands in profile to it.

A pair of mallard ducks, vertical in canal water,
Tails-up, upended off the pebbled shore of the universe,

All bill, all eye.

The younger looks to the older
And the older looks to the world,;
I look to the pair of them.

I have only to put my hands on their shoulders

To feel the hairs on the backs of my hands lie down;
To feel the peace percolate through my bones;

The medieval stream that flows beneath our home;

Our urbanity fluid between granite setts.

25



A sunsoaked afternoon in Brescig
With my daughters

Has a different definition of light

To a sunsoaked afternoon in Brescia
Without my daughters.

Everything I am

I owe to them;

My two infinitely gentle,

Infinitely suffering daughters.

I

We will attend to our father ourselves.

We will illuminate his nights and days
With gold skirts and orange skirts;

With the stuff of taffeta;

Green-and-white bodices;

Starched ruffs.

We will mantle him.

We will dismantle him.

He will dwindle down into a blade of grass
In a forest of silks.

We will not desert him.

We will smother him

In daughterdominion; sisterchaos; womancalm.
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No FlOWers

The day of my wife’s funera]

E I cycled behind the hearse

i On my Hercules with dropped handlebars
All the way up to Mount Jerome

And back again.

I had a drink on my own

In The Waterloo House

In Baggot Street.

I was elated.

But after three glasses of claret
I was composed,

Ready for the improvisation.

I walked out into the night

Up to Baggot Street Bridge

Ready for the improvisation.

I walked straight through the locked
Glass door of Bord Failte.

When I got to my feet

I was a glass man.

I crept off in a stoop,

A stoop with the cream
Skimmed off its milk,

A bird cut out of glass,
Up along the canal,

No flowers in my claws.
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Singing the praises

Of water, of catwalks, of locks,

Of artisans,

Of the total absence

Of dogs at this time of night,

Of towpaths, of canal bank seats,

Of lanes, of bookshops, of women -

Of women at pianos alone in flats

Playing Field Nocturnes,

Of Mary Lavin’s daughters in Lad Lane,

Of the Misses King and O’Flaherty in Parsons Bookshop,
Of Michael Kane at his window in Waterloo Road.

My trousers are cut.

My jacket is cut.

I am walking up the middle of the canal
Up to my shinbones in water.

I am walking on my knees

Acquiring humility.

I like walking on my knees

Acquiring humility.

Humility is not endless.

No flowers on my knees
But the body of a bicycle
Which I hold up aloft:
Her darling head.

Are you ready for your new life, my love?
Your old frame back?



Four Figures at a Table

What do you want of us?
What have you got for us?

What are you looking at?

Oh, you mean pity again, poverty, austerity —
That has a nice ring. Isn’t my face
Sufficiently set in its lineaments

Of survival?

Try to stop posing, you said.
Give me the look you gave me
When I came through the door with sister

And you assumed I was a patron.

Yes, that's it. Just a touch more
Effaced impatience if you can, the corners of your mouth
Not yet turned down

From hatred to affliction.

—T.]. Clark



